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Abstract — Rahu and Ketu occupy a unique and mysterious place in Vedic astrology. Unlike the visible planets, these lunar nodes
are shadow planets that symbolize karmic forces, spiritual evolution, illusion, detachment, obsession, and transformation. In marital
astrology, the influence of Rahu and Ketu becomes highly significant because marriage itself is considered a karmic institution in
Sanatana Dharma. The placement of these nodes in the horoscope can create disturbances, misunderstandings, emotional instability,
unconventional unions, delayed marriages, separations, or deep spiritual partnerships depending upon their dignity, house
placement, conjunctions, aspects, and planetary strengths.This journal explores the concept of Rahu—Ketu Dosha in relation to
marriage life according to classical Vedic astrology principles. It discusses the mythology of Rahu and Ketu, their astrological
significance, effects on the 7th house, Venus, Jupiter, Moon, Navamsa chart, compatibility analysis, karmic relationships,
psychological implications, remedies, and spiritual perspectives. The study also emphasizes the importance of holistic chart
interpretation rather than fear-based predictions.
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1. Introduction

Marriage in Vedic astrology is not merely a social
contract but a sacred karmic union. It is believed that spouses
are connected through past-life karmas and reunite in the
present life to fulfil unfinished obligations and spiritual
lessons. The quality of marital life is judged primarily through
the 7th house, its lord, Venus (for men), Jupiter (for women),
Navamsa chart (D9), Moon, and planetary influences on
relationship houses.Among all planetary influences, Rahu and
Ketu are considered highly sensitive and unpredictable.

Their effects often transcend ordinary material
experiences and create intense karmic situations. Rahu
represents desire, obsession, ambition, illusion, material
craving, and unconventionality, while Ketu symbolizes
detachment, renunciation, spirituality, dissatisfaction, and
past-life karma.When these nodes influence the 7th house,
Venus, Moon, or Navamsa, they may generate what
astrologers commonly call “Rahu—Ketu Dosha” in marriage.
Such combinations can create disturbances in married life,
emotional  confusion, intercaste  marriages, hidden
relationships, lack of trust, delayed marriage, sudden
separations, or  spiritual transformation through
partnerships.However, Rahu and Ketu should not always be
feared. In many cases, they create extraordinary growth, cross-
cultural unions, spiritual marriages, and powerful karmic
evolution. Their results depend upon the overall horoscope and
planetary strengths.
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2. Mythological Origin of Rahu & Ketu

The mythology of Rahu and Ketu originates from the
Samudra Manthana (Churning of the Ocean) described in the
Bhagavata Purana and Vishnu Purana. During the churning of
the cosmic ocean, the devas and asuras sought amrita, the
nectar of immortality. Lord Vishnu distributed the nectar
among the devas while disguising Himself as Mohini.An asura
named Swarbhanu secretly sat among the devas and consumed
the nectar. However, the Sun and Moon identified him and
informed Lord Vishnu. Vishnu immediately severed
Swarbhanu’s head with the Sudarshana Chakra. Since the
nectar had already touched him, he did not die. Instead, his
head became Rahu and the remaining body became Ketu.This
myth symbolizes duality within human consciousness. Rahu
represents the head without the body — endless desire without
satisfaction. Ketu represents the body without the head —
spiritual liberation without worldly attachment.In marriage,
these energies can create intense attraction, confusion, karmic
bondage, obsession, emotional dissatisfaction, or spiritual
awakening.

2.1 Astronomical Nature of Rahu and Ketu
Astronomically, Rahu and Ketu are not physical planets.
They are the north and south lunar nodes formed by the

intersection points of the Moon’s orbit with the ecliptic.
e Rahu is the North Node.

95



International Journal of Linguistics and computational Applications (IJLCA)

Volume 13, Issue 2, April — June 2026

e Ketu is the South Node.

They are always placed exactly opposite each other in the
horoscope. Their motion is retrograde, symbolizing karmic
reversal and spiritual evolution. In astrology, Rahu magnifies
worldly desires and material ambitions, whereas Ketu reduces
attachment and pushes the native toward introspection.
Because marriage is deeply connected with emotions, karma,
family, and social duties, Rahu and Ketu can significantly alter
relationship dynamics.

2.2 Understanding Rahu—Ketu Dosha

Rahu—Ketu Dosha is not defined uniformly in all classical

texts. In modern astrological practice, the term generally refers

to:

¢ Rahu or Ketu occupying the 7th house.

e Rahu or Ketu influencing Venus, Jupiter, Moon, or the 7th
lord.

e Affliction of the Navamsa chart by Rahu and Ketu.

e Kalasarpa Yoga affecting marriage houses.

e Rahu—Ketu conjunctions with marriage significators.

The dosha becomes more powerful when:

e Malefic planets also influence the 7th house.

e Venus is weak or combust.

e The Moon is afflicted.

e The Navamsa chart shows instability.

e Dasha periods activate Rahu or Ketu.

However, beneficial aspects from Jupiter, Venus, or a strong
Lagna lord can reduce negative effects considerably.

2.3 Rahu in the 7th House and Marriage

The 7th house governs marriage, partnerships, spouse,
contracts, public interactions, and relationship harmony. Rahu
in the 7th house is one of the most discussed combinations in
marital astrology.

2.3.1 Positive Effects:

When well-placed, Rahu in the 7th house can produce:

e Marriage with a foreigner or person from a different
culture.

Strong physical attraction.

Charismatic spouse.

Socially influential partnerships.

Financial growth through marriage.

Modern and progressive relationship attitudes.

In some charts, Rahu gives a highly ambitious spouse
who contributes significantly to social or professional success.
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2.3.2 Negative Effects

Afflicted Rahu in the 7th house may create:
Marital dissatisfaction.

Trust issues.

Hidden relationships.

Manipulative behaviour.

Obsession and possessiveness.
Extramarital affairs.

Delayed marriage.

Sudden separations.

Emotional instability.

Rahu amplifies desire and expectations in relationships.
The native may continuously seek excitement, emotional
stimulation, or idealized love, leading to disappointment.

2.3.3 Psychological Impact

Rahu creates confusion regarding
expectations. The individual may experience:
e Fear of abandonment.

e Attraction toward unconventional partners.
e Emotional dependency.
]
]

relationship

Social rebellion in marriage.

Difficulty maintaining long-term emotional balance.
Yet, these experiences often become catalysts for personal
growth

2.4 Ketu in the 7th House and Marriage

Ketu behaves differently from Rahu. While Rahu
increases attachment, Ketu decreases interest and emotional
involvement.

2.4.1 Positive Effects

When spiritually elevated, Ketu in the 7th house may give:

e A spiritually oriented spouse.

e Detachment from material conflicts.

e Simple marital life.

e Deep karmic understanding.

e Strong intuition in relationships.

Some natives become less dependent on emotional validation
and focus more on spiritual companionship.

2.4.2 Negative Effects

Afflicted Ketu in the 7th house may produce:
e Emotional distance.
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Lack of intimacy.
Misunderstandings.

Sudden detachment.
Separation tendencies.
Disinterest in marriage.
Secretive behaviour.
Loneliness despite marriage.

Ketu often creates dissatisfaction because it represents
karmas already experienced in previous lives. The native may
unconsciously feel that worldly relationships cannot provide
fulfilment.

3. Spiritual Lessons

Ketu teaches non-attachment and emotional maturity.
Through relationship difficulties, the individual learns:
e Self-awareness.
Compassion.
Inner balance.
Spiritual acceptance.
Emotional independence.

3.1 Rahu—Ketu Axis Across Marriage Houses

The Rahu—Ketu axis influences marital life differently
depending on house placements.

3.1.11st-7th Axis

This axis directly affects self-versus partnership.
e Rahu in Ist: Self-centered behavior, unconventional
personality.
e Ketu in 7th: Emotional detachment from spouse.
(Or)
e Rahu in 7th: Obsession with relationships.
o Ketu in 1st: Weak personal identity.
This axis creates karmic learning through relationships.

3.1.2 2nd-8th Axis

This axis affects family life, shared resources, intimacy,
and inheritance.
Possible effects include:
e Family disputes.
Financial instability after marriage.
Hidden secrets.
Intense sexual dynamics.
Sudden transformations.
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3.1.3 5th—11th Axis

This axis influences romance, emotional expectations,
social networks, and fulfilment.
Possible effects:
e Love marriages.
e Unconventional romantic experiences.
e Problems in emotional communication.
e Conflicts between personal desires and
responsibilities.

social

3.2 Influence of Rahu—Ketu on Venus

Venus is the natural significator of marriage, romance,
attraction, beauty, and sensual pleasures.

3.2.1 Rahu with Venus

This conjunction often produces:

e Intense attraction.

Romantic obsession.

Luxury-oriented relationships.

Illicit affairs.

Attraction toward glamour and sensuality.
Unconventional love life.

The native may idealize love and later face
disappointment when reality differs from fantasy. In positive
charts, Rahu—Venus can give charisma, artistic talent,
intercultural marriage, and social popularity.

3.2.2 Ketu with Venus

Ketu with Venus creates emotional complexity.
e Emotional dissatisfaction.
e Reduced romantic interest.
e Spiritualized love.
o Difficulty expressing affection.
e Isolation in relationships.
This combination may push the native toward spiritual or
philosophical understanding of relationships.

3.3 Influence on the Moon

The Moon governs emotions, mind, emotional security,
and mental peace.

3.3.1 Rahu with Moon

This forms Grahana Yoga (eclipse combination). Effects
may include:
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Emotional instability.

Anxiety.

Confusion in relationships.

Mood swings.

Obsessive emotional attachment.
Marriage may become  emotionally
psychologically exhausting.

intense  and

3.3.2 Ketu with Moon

This combination creates emotional detachment.

e Introverted behaviour.

¢ Emotional isolation.

e Difficulty sharing feelings.

e Spiritual tendencies.

e Lack of emotional fulfilment.

The native may appear emotionally unavailable to the spouse.

3.4 Rahu—Ketu and Delayed Marriage

One common belief in Vedic astrology is that Rahu—Ketu
afflictions can delay marriage.
Reasons include:
e Confusion regarding partner selection.
e Interference from family or society.
e Karmic debts from past lives.
¢ Emotional instability.
e Fear of commitment.
e Unconventional relationship patterns.

Delay is especially possible when:

e Saturn also influences the 7th house.
e Venus is weak.

e The 7th lord is afflicted.

e Rahu occupies the 7th or 8th house.

However, delayed marriage does not necessarily indicate
unhappy marriage. In many cases, maturity gained through
delay improves long-term relationship stability.

4. Love Marriage and Inter-Caste Marriage

Rahu strongly influences unconventional unions. People
with strong Rahu influence often experience:
Love marriage.
Intercaste marriage.
Interreligious marriage.
Foreign spouse.
Relationships against social norms.
Online or long-distance relationships.
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Rahu breaks traditional boundaries and promotes
individuality. Ketu, on the other hand, may create karmic or
spiritually significant relationships that feel destined or
mysterious.

4.1 Rahu—Ketu in Navamsa (D9 Chart)

The Navamsa chart is extremely important in marriage
analysis. Even if the birth chart appears favorable, afflictions
in Navamsa can alter marital outcomes.

4.1.1 Rahu in Navamsa

Possible results:

e Desire for unconventional relationships.
e Strong sensuality.

e Foreign connections.

e Sudden changes after marriage.

e Psychological complexity.

4.1.2 Ketu in Navamsa

Possible results:

e Spiritual orientation.

e Reduced emotional attachment.

e Internal dissatisfaction.

e Need for solitude.

The condition of the Navamsa Lagna, 7th lord, and Venus
should always be examined carefully.

4.2 Dasha and Transit Effects

The effects of Rahu and Ketu become highly active during:
Rahu Mahadasha.

Ketu Mahadasha.

Rahu Antardasha.

Ketu Antardasha.

Major transits over the 1st, 7th, or Venus.
During Rahu periods, relationships may become:
Intense.

Dramatic.

Passionate.

Confusing.

Materialistic.

During Ketu periods, relationships may experience:
e Detachment.

Spiritual introspection.

Reduced emotional involvement.

Sudden endings.

Desire for solitude.
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However, positive planetary support can transform these
periods into times of tremendous spiritual and emotional
growth.

5. Karmic Relationships and Past-Life Connections

Vedic astrology considers Rahu and Ketu as karmic
indicators. When these nodes influence marriage houses, the
relationship often carries strong karmic significance.

Signs of karmic relationships may include:
e Instant attraction.

Intense emotional experiences.
Repeated relationship patterns.

Deep psychological impact.

Sudden union or separation.

Feeling of destiny.

Such relationships may not always be easy, but they often
contribute significantly to spiritual evolution. Rahu indicates
lessons yet to be learned, while Ketu reflects experiences
already mastered in previous incarnations.

5.1 Raghu—Ketu and Sexual Compatibility

Sexual compatibility is another important dimension of
marriage. Rahu intensifies sensual desire and experimentation.
Strong Rahu influence may create:

e High passion.

e Obsession.

Curiosity.

Attraction toward unconventional experiences.

Ketu, however, reduces attachment to physical pleasure and
may create:

¢ Reduced intimacy.

e Emotional withdrawal.

e Spiritualization of sexuality.

When balanced properly, these energies can produce healthy
transformation. When imbalanced, they may generate
dissatisfaction or emotional distance.

6. Psychological Interpretation of Rahu-Ketu
Dosha

Modern astrologers increasingly interpret Rahu and Ketu
psychologically.

6.1 Rahu Psychology
Rahu represents:

e Unfulfilled desires.
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Emotional hunger.

Social ambition.

Anxiety.

Fear-driven attachment.

Addiction to stimulation.

In marriage, Rahu may create unrealistic expectations or
emotional dependency.

6.2 Ketu Psychology

Ketu symbolizes:

e Emotional detachment.
Dissatisfaction.
Spiritual emptiness.
Inner searching.
Withdrawal tendencies.

In marriage, Ketu may produce emotional distance or
avoidance behaviour. Understanding these patterns can help
couples develop emotional maturity and compassion.

7. Classical References in Vedic Astrology

Several classical texts discuss Rahu and Ketu indirectly
through planetary afflictions and karmic combinations.
Important reference works include:

e Brihat Parashara Hora Shastra.
o Phaladeepika.

e Saravali.

e Jataka Parijata.

e Brihat Jataka.

e Uttara Kalamrita.

These texts emphasize that no single combination should
determine marital fate. The entire horoscope must be judged
comprehensively.

7.1 Misconceptions About Rahu—Ketu Dosha

Modern astrology sometimes creates unnecessary fear
regarding Rahu and Ketu. Common misconceptions include:
e Rahu in the 7th house always causes divorce.

e Ketu in marriage houses denies happiness completely.
e Rahu—Ketu dosha cannot be remedied.
e Marriage should be avoided if nodes influence Venus.

Such conclusions are inaccurate. Many successful and
spiritually evolved couples possess strong Rahu—Ketu
influences in their charts. The final result depends upon:

o Strength of benefic planets.
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Dasha periods.

Navamsa chart.

Emotional maturity.

Personal choices.

e Spiritual practices.

Astrology should guide individuals toward awareness rather
than fear.

8. Remedies for Rahu—Ketu Dosha

Vedic astrology prescribes several remedies to reduce the
adverse effects of Rahu and Ketu.

8.1 Mantras

e Rahu Mantra: “Om Raam Rahave Namah”

e Ketu Mantra: “Om Kem Ketave Namah”

Regular chanting is believed to reduce mental confusion and
karmic obstacles.

8.2 Worship and Spiritual Practices

Worship of Lord Shiva.

Worship of Goddess Durga.

Navagraha puja.

Meditation and pranayama.

e Visiting temples associated with Rahu and Ketu.

8.3 Charity and Donations

For Rahu:

e Donate grey clothes.

e Feed poor people.

e Help marginalized communities.
For Ketu:

e Feed stray dogs.

e Donate blankets.

e Support spiritual institutions.

8.4 Gemstones
Gemstone remedies should only be prescribed by
experienced astrologers.
e Hessonite (Gomed) for Rahu.
e C(Cat’s Eye (Lehsunia) for Ketu.
Incorrect use may intensify problems.

8.5 Fasting

Some traditions recommend fasting on:
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e Saturdays for Rahu.
e Tuesdays or Thursdays for Ketu.
These practices aim to improve discipline and mental clarity.

9. Spiritual Perspective
Karma

on Marriage and

According to Vedic philosophy, marriage is not solely for
material happiness. It is also a path for:
e Dharma.
Karma resolution.
Emotional evolution.
Spiritual awakening.
Self-understanding.

Rahu and Ketu often accelerate karmic lessons through
relationships. A difficult marriage may teach patience,
compassion, forgiveness, or detachment. Similarly, an intense
relationship may awaken hidden emotional or spiritual
dimensions.

Thus, Rahu—Ketu dosha should not be viewed only negatively.
It may also indicate a spiritually significant life path.

10. Case Study
Analysis

Approach in Astrological

Astrologers should adopt a balanced and research-
oriented approach while analyzing Rahu—Ketu dosha.
Important factors include:

Strength of Lagna.

7th house condition.

Venus and Jupiter placement.

Moon’s emotional stability.

Navamsa analysis.

Dasha timing.

Benefic aspects.

Overall karmic combinations.

No single placement can determine marital destiny.

A responsible astrologer should avoid fear-based
predictions and instead guide the native toward awareness,
emotional healing, and constructive remedies.

11. Contemporary Relevance of Rahu—Ketu in
Marriage

Modern society has transformed relationship patterns
significantly. Today, Rahu’s influence is strongly visible
through:

e Digital relationships.
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e Social media interactions.

e Cross-cultural marriages.

e Non-traditional partnerships.

e Rapid emotional attachments.

Ketu’s influence appears through:
¢ Emotional detachment.

e Isolation despite connectivity.
e Spiritual searching.

e Desire for inner peace.

Thus, understanding Rahu and Ketu has become
increasingly relevant in modern marital counselling and
astrological guidance.

12. Conclusion

Rahu and Ketu are among the most profound and
transformative forces in Vedic astrology. Their influence on
marriage life can be intense, karmic, and psychologically
significant. Rahu amplifies desire, attraction, ambition, and
emotional complexity, while Ketu promotes detachment,
introspection, and spiritual evolution. When these shadow
planets influence the 7th house, Venus, Moon, or Navamsa
chart, they may create challenges such as delayed marriage,
misunderstandings, unconventional unions, emotional
instability, or separations. However, they can also produce
deep karmic relationships, intercultural marriages, spiritual
partnerships, and transformative emotional experiences. The
true impact of Rahu—Ketu dosha depends upon the complete
horoscope, planetary strengths, dasha periods, and individual
consciousness. Astrology should not be used to create fear but
to promote self-awareness and constructive growth.
Ultimately, marriage is a journey of karma, learning, and
spiritual evolution. Rahu and Ketu, though challenging at
times, often guide individuals toward deeper emotional
understanding and higher spiritual realization.
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